
     

   MRC de Témiscamingue 

 

Rough Shelters 

ETHICS AND RULES 

Are you or do you wish to be the leaseholder of a lot 
on a land in the domain of the State to build a rough 
shelter in the forest?  
 
The lease in question gives the right to build a 
rough shelter of maximum 100 square meters 
(1,076 square feet) on a lot.  
 
The lease does not grant a lot with exclusive 
fishing or hunting rights. The MRN adheres to the 
principle of public land accessibility. Forest users 
are required to share this collective heritage in a 
harmonious manner.  
 
1- CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS  
Rough shelters are rudimentary refuges and are 
required to meet specific construction standards.  
 

 Rough shelters are one-storey structures; in 
Abitibi-Témiscamingue, their floor surface 
must not exceed 30 m

2
 or 323 sq. ft. 

 Rough shelters have no permanent 
foundation. 

 Rough shelters have no electricity. 

 Rough shelters have no running water. 

 Rough shelters have no appurtenances 
other than a dry pit toilet.   

 
2- BUILDING MATERIALS 
In certain circumstances, you may use trees found 
on lands of the domain of the State to build a rough 
shelter provided that you get a permit from the 
MRN. For more information, we suggest that you 
contact a management unit (see list on page 2).  
 
3- DRY PIT TOILETS 
For information concerning the location and 
construction standards for dry pit toilets, we suggest 
that you contact the municipal inspector of the 
municipality where your lot is situated or the 
inspector of the MRC concerned if your lot is 
located in a non-organized territory.  
 
4- ACCESS ROAD 
You are not allowed to build a vehicular access to 
the leased lot. 
 
5- DEFORESTATION 
You are not entitled to deforest the lot beyond a 
radius of three (3) meters around your rough 
shelter. Any deforestation outside the limit of the 
leased lot calls for a permit from the MRN. You 
must also get a permit before harvesting any 
firewood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information on tree harvesting, you must send 
your application to one of the management units 
listed on page 2.  
 
6- PROHIBITED INSTALLATION 
You are not entitled to install a disused vehicle 
(trailer, bus, etc.) on a leased land. A disused 
vehicle is defined as a vehicle that has lost its initial 
purpose irrespectively of the extent of 
transformation made to it.   
 
7- APPURTENANCES 
Buildings or structures other than rough shelters 
and dry pit toilets are not authorized on leased lots. 
 
8- LEASE DURATION 
The lease of a lot for construction of a rough shelter 
lasts one year, and is renewable automatically. You 
are required to notify the MRC de 
Témiscamingue of any change of address. 
Failure to pay the annual rent may entail the seizure 
of your rough shelter and its appurtenances and the 
revocation of your lease.   
 
9- LEASE COSTS 
The costs inherent to a new lease read as follows:   
 
Front end fees $328.00 
Administration fees $328.00 
Annual rent  $163.00 
G.S.T. (Canada) 5%  $29.95 
QST. (Quebec) 9.975%  $62.74 
 
Total    $691.69$ 
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10- LOCATION 
It is the responsibility of leaseholders to check if 
their lots are located as specified in their lease and 
if they comply with the following minimum distances:  
 

 300 m from any lakeshore (984 ft); 
 100 m from any river shore (328 ft); 
 25 m from any creek line (82 ft). 

 
Rough shelters must be at least 1 km apart. In the 
MRC of Témiscamingue, the minimum distance is 2 
km. 
 

 
 

 A 30 m
2
 (323 sq. ft) rough shelter is equivalent to 

16 ft x 20 ft. 
 A creek is defined as a water stream and is 

outlined with a solid line on maps sheet that 
have a scale of 1:20 000 or 1:50 000; a river is 
outlined with two solid lines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For information : 
 
MRC de Témiscamingue 
21, rue Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes, Bureau 209 
Ville-Marie (Québec)  J9V 1X8 
Téléphone : 819 629-2829 poste 203 
Numéro sans frais : 1 855-622-6728 poste 203 
Télécopieur : 819 629-3472 
Courriel:syndia.belanger@mrctemiscamingue.qc.ca 

Site web: www.mrctemiscamingue.qc.ca 

 

 
For a permit to cut wood, please contact one of 
the management units:  
 
Témiscamingue Management Unit:  
75, rue des Oblats Nord 
Ville-Marie (Québec)  J9V 1J2 
Phone :  819 629-6494 
Fax :  819 629-6299 
 
 
Rouyn-Noranda Management Unit:  
70, avenue Québec 
Rouyn-Noranda (Québec)  J9X 6R1 
Phone :  819 763-3388 
Fax :  819 763-3845 
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